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And the history of 10 Men, 9 innings during 1863 to 1882, and some thoughts on its 
existence and purpose as a singular and closely associated game variation to the 
emerging standard rule set of 9 men 9 innings and possible relationship to the  
positions, emerging at the same time as the development of the short stop position in 
its earliest modern form. The 10 men nine inning variation existed as early as Blank 1863 
in New York, and oddly enough in March 1863 in Victoria, BC. There are earlier multiple 
fielder variations in box scores 
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“10 Men, 10 Innings”

Henry Chadwick, 1874

• Henry Chadwick, B. 1824- D. 1908, BBHOF
• Proposed a rule change for the March 1874 Convention

• 10 Position, 10 Inning Game be adopted
• The added position is recorded in reported games most 

commonly as RS for Right Short
• The change was not added to the rules, but exhibition 

games were allowed to experiment
• The evidence of “Right Short” and 10 Position, 9 Inning 

baseball being played is in a range of time from 1863-
1882, with a geographic range of Victoria, BC to 
Havana, Cuba

• Evidence in box scores, announcements, and recaps in 
contemporary news  indicate the 10 Men/10 Inning 
variation was limited to Exhibition Match games in the 
off-season between 1873-74 and 1874-75.

• 10 Men 10 Inning was likely a variation on 10 Men/9 
Inning, and its of interest it emerged out of the same 
time frame as the Short Stop position solidified.
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The above was the most common image result from searching for Henry Chadwick Base 
Ball 10 Men. It is his Hall of Fame image of course. The quote on The Short Fielders is 
from “Chadwick’s Base Ball Manual, Containing the New Rules of Base Ball as revised at 
the Base Ball Convention held at Boston, U.S. March 2, 1874, together with special 
instruction in all the scientific points of pitching, batting, and fielding, with instructions 
for scoring the game and rules for umpiring, by Henry Chadwick (Base Ball Editor “New 
York Clipper”), London, George Rutledge and Sons”.

At this time, Chadwick is around nearing 20 years involved with baseball. This quote is 
from a version sourced on Google Books, it was published in 1874 in London. American 
baseball was gaining exposure in the 1874 off season following some games played . 

The review is based on initial research using a search and review of text searchable 
public online resources for “10 Position Games” and other terms related to that, 
including 10 men, 10 innings, ten men, tens, right short, rs, , etc. Sources used were the 
New York Clipper online, publicly available Google Books including Forest and Stream 
Magazine, and The British Colonist newspaper of Victoria, British Columbia. For games 
connected to the effort for to implement 10 Men, 10 Innings, those appear to be limited 
to the  end of the 1873 season to end of the 1875 season, with a peak during the off-
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season of 1873-74, with games leading up to the Convention of March 1874. At that 
convention, it was reported Exhibition Matches that season would be played under the 
10 Men, 10 Innings rule. There are a few examples of those, mainly from the end of the 
1874 season. There is an amateur game from 1875. Thereafter, the 10 Position game 
appears in Cuba by 1879, and was played into the 1880s.

In addition, there are examples of 10 Position, 9 Inning game box scores prior to the New 
York Clipper effort at a rule change. There are example box scores and game reviews 
reported from March 1863 to at least the 1882 Cuban professional baseball season. The 
earliest example in this review is from March 1863 in Victoria, BC. All other examples 
prior to the emergence of the rule in Cuba are limited to the New York  area until the NA 
games of 1873-75. 
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• British Colonist newspaper

• 1863 March 31 

• Fashion Hotel v VCC 

• John Keenan Pitches 

• 10 players per side

• 9 player per side game played 
March 25, 1863

• Earliest two games in Pacific 
Northwest
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This is the earliest box score I have with a 10 player game. This box score was included 
my presentation at the Frederick Ivor-Campbell 19th Century Conference in 2014. At that 
time, an audience member pointed out the 10 positions in the box score, and other than 
it was highly likely that it was a New York rule game due to both position designations 
and the presence of John Keenan. However, after the presentation when I went to look 
up the matter of the 10 Men variation, I only came up with explanations centered 
around Henry Chadwick’s effort at implementing 10 Men 10 Innings in 1874. This box 
score is 11 years early, and not only on the other side of North America. At that time 
Victoria as a town, not Hudson’s Bay Company outpost, is about 5 years old, having 
emerged as a town thanks to gold rushes in the mainland of British Columbia.

That presentation focused on John Keenan, pitcher for the Fashion Club of Victoria, BC, 
as having ‘spread’ baseball to the Pacific Northwest region. He had come to Victoria 
from Sacramento, living back and forth between the two locations between 1858 and 
1865, before moving to San Francisco and dying in the late 1860s. 

In Sacramento in 1860, John Keenan played on one of the earliest New York rules clubs 
in California, the Sacramento Base Ball Club. Also on that club was E. N. Robinson, a 
former Brooklyn Putnam who had migrated to California, one of many known ball 
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players who had migrated west.

There is also an 1860 example of John Keenan writing to the New York Clipper in 1860, in 
one of their letters sections where readers could ask for clarifications about base ball 
rules. His question was on whether all the bases needed to be touched when rounding 
them.  Further, this demonstrated Keenan was a reader of the Clipper, and was likely 
familiar with the rules of base ball as they had been adopted for several years by the 
time of this 1863 game. Therefore 10 Positions is a context in which he would have 
understood to be an approved way of playing the game. Of further interest is that in 
another article in March 1863, base ball is identified as ‘the American version of 
Rounders’. This would indicate that Keenan is likely also communicating the early 
mythology of the game, and likely picked that up from reading Chadwick in the Clipper 
and other sources.

There were two “Keenan Games” played in Victoria in March of 1863. Baseball doesn’t 
appear again in Victoria until 1865. One Keenan game was a 9 Position game, and the 
other was this, a 10 Position game.
The two While I have searched extensively, this is still the earlies extant 10 Position 
game. The next earliest game in this manner appears in Fall 1863 in Brooklyn.
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New York Clipper,
10 Oct 1863.
Game played 
Sept 22 1863
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This is earliest example of a 10 Position with the position of Right Short identified, 
however I would note its done so with “rs” and there seems to have been an 
expectation of the game being played with 10 positions as the Excelsior lets the 
Knickerbocker borrow both a SS and RS. Also, the box score writer assumes a certain 
knowledge of the different position indicators, so the “RS” designation should also be 
noted in that its presented with no explanation, thus we can infer readers would have 
been expected, at least base ball column readers, to know what the RS position is and 
how it is played.

This period is also when baseball was changing rules at this level, to emerge more as the 
modern game in two key ways, the development to the fly game and the solidification of 
the short stop position. This game states its terminating an annual series. So one 
assumes there is at least an 1862 box score or mention waiting to be found. I have not 
found those games yet. I do not know if the ‘annual’ nature of this game was played 
with 10 Positions on a regular basis. One of the other games played with Right Short is 
from 1868, and is identified as an ‘oldtimers’ reunion game.

In this game, two features of the Right Short players, they are both at the bottom of the 
batting order. It would be interesting to understand the protocols as to why. One would 
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presume the likeliest of answer are two: first, just as in the game today, the weakest 
hitters move to the bottom of the lineup, and second, that any 10th Position player be 
required to bat at the bottom of the lineup. 
For the Excelsior, the RS is played by Young, and for the Knickerbocker, by Russell, who is 
identified in the story as an Excelsior.
Russell is likely Ed Russell, formerly a pitcher for the Excelsior up to 1859, and who had 
played with them into at least 1862.  He died in February 1881 at the age of 52, so in this 
game he likely around the age of 34. The “Whiting” who substituted for the 
Knickerbockers would be one of the four Whiting brothers who played for the Star Club 
and were also associated with the Excelsior.
Young is likely William Young, who was an Excelsior from 1857 to 1862.

4



New York Clipper 14 May 1864 Prize game on 
Star Grounds, Ten Position game
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Next is an 1864 mention of a Prize game, including a right short position. Povie, or Pavie, 
is listed as the RS for the Stars side. That player has only been identified in records by 
that name only. The others are familiar member of the Stars. On the opposition side, the 
RS position is implied as being Clyne. That is likely John Clyne, who began playing with 
the Excelsior in 1863. 
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New York 
Clipper, 
30 July 1864.

National Junior 
Association 
Prize Game
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This is the next mention of the Right Short position. This is for the a National Junior 
Association Prize Game. Junior and Amateur box scores and game reports may be a 
further area to research for 10 Position baseball
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Excelsior vs. 
Knickerbockers at 
Capitoline Grounds, 
12 Sept 1868.

10 Positions, 
7 innings,
“Social match”. 
2 RF on each team.
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After that, the ten position game appears in a sort of old timers match between the 
Excelsiors and the Knickerbockers. This is the same park where the Brooklyn Atlantics 
defeated Cincinnati on June 14, 1870. This is kind of billed as an old-timers game. It’s the 
last example of 10 Position between 1865 and 1873 that I see of the ten position game 
before the 1873 examples. 
This example uses two Right Field position indicators on each team. So while this relates 
to the study as an example of 10 Position baseball, it’s relationship to the Right Short 
position is only conjectural. The other central feature that we should note is this 
example is of the Knickerbocker and Excelsior again.
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New York Clipper, Nov 15, 1873
10 Men, 10 Innings Examples Emerge

There is a gap in examples of 10 Position baseball in the search results. The next 
example is from November 1873. This is where the 10 Men, 10 Inning rule variation 
begins being played. This is the rule change that will be presented to the March 1874 
Convention. 
Al Reach appears to be the RS for the Athletics in this game. By this time he is around 
33.
The image file was too distorted to figure out if Mack is the RS for Philadelphia. This is 
the Philadelphia “Whites” base ball club. Mack is likely Denny Mack.

New York Clipper, Nov 15, 1873
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New York Clipper, 20 Dec 1873,  proposal for a 
“Mutual ten” in anticipation for 1874. 
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Here we see many names recognized as players for the New York Mutuals of the 
National Association years. Nelson is listed at the Right Short position for the season. 
We can take this implication to mean that RS as to be the standard position added to the 
fielders. It is unknown, but would be a safe assumption, that Nelson is Candy Nelson. 
Nelson played in the NA and NL and other leagues from 1872 to 1891, the majority of 
his games as a SS. He did play all infield position. The SS is Jack Burdock, whose career 
would also go from 1872 to 1891 and he would be noted as one of the premier 2nd

basemen of his time.  However, the infield in 1874 is listed in Baseball Reference as 
Nelson at 2nd Base, Burdock at 3rd Base, and Short Stop is listed as Tom Carey. I don’t 
know how that compares to game records. Having appeared in the first NA game in 
1871, Carey is listed as 1st in Baseball Reference’s ordering of players by appearance in 
an MLB game.
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New York Clipper 20 Dec 1873 ; Editorial, see the 
Mutuals’ Batting Averages for 1873 and note the 
name Steve Bellan name for later
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I include this example for two reasons. First, the clip is from an editorial on the proposed 
changes the Clipper is making for the March 1874 Convention to consider. Second, the 
New York Mutuals, who indicated in December 1873 that they would field a Ten for 
1874, also published their averages for 1873. Indicated in this is Esteban “Steve” Bellan. 
Bellan will appear in box scores later in Cuba.
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December 25, 1873

• Record of the Boston Base 
Ball Club, Since Its 
Organization: With a Sketch 
of All Its Players for 1871, 
72, 73 and 74, and Other 
Items of Interest, Rockwell 
& Churchill, 1874.

• Reported in Jan 3, 1874 
New York Evening Clipper

• Along with Ten Men Ten 
Inning rule
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Our next is example is a game I was able to find to be the most commonly reprinted. 
Accounts of this game appeared both in the New York Clipper as well in several editions 
of histories of the Boston Base Ball Club. The story accompanying this indicated it was 
an exhibition game played to as a benefit and to test out the 10 Men, 10 Innings rule. Of 
interest in this is that each team used a different 10th position. Wright’s side used a 
Short Left Fielder, and Spalding’s side used a Right Short.

3 Wright Brothers, 2 of the Hall of Famers. HOF Al Spalding. Charlie Sweasy, from the 
1869 Cincinnati. Jack Manning, thought of as first relief pitcher. Dave Birdsall was playing 
by 1858, played in the 1860s with the Unions of Morrisania, then the Washington 
Nationals, and was one of the first players inked by Boston in 1871. Bob Addy was likely 
the first player credited with sliding, and was also the first Canadian major leaguer. Fred 
Cone had been on the 1871 Boston club, and had been a teammate of Spalding and 
Addy being from Rockford with the Forest City club. Arthur Soden, at this time an 
amateur, is in CF for Spalding, a position he would also play during the 1874 English tour. 
He would eventually control the Boston club. I don’t know who the Wilson is playing SLF 
for Wright, but that may be Bobby Mathews playing RS for Spalding. Mathews won 297 
games as a pitcher.
This game was reported in the January 3, 1874 edition of the New York Clipper, along 
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with an article promoting the new rule for 1874.
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New York Clipper, Dec 27, 1873

New York Clipper, Dec 27, 1873, second in a series of articles with proposed changes to 
the official rules. The article lists all of the rules, in a form to adopted by vote of club 
representatives. The Convention of 1874, and any formal changes in rules, for that 1874 
season were adopted March 2, 1874. As is known, the proposal was rejected but an 
allowance was made to play 10 Men, 10 Innings ball in exhibition matches.

There is an article about exhibition matches but not championship matches. In the 
schedule for a team in the New York Clipper you’ll see a schedule for a club, and they 
will have exhibition matches, games against all kinds of clubs, in addition to their regular 
schedule against other National Association clubs, is a column indicating which matches 
are championship, or exhibition, or charity, etc. Only the championship games counted 
toward the Championship. So exhibition matches were a category where the 10 man 10 
inning was to be played, and it that exhibition level was where these games were 
played, it appears first formally in rule proposals in December 1873, played some then, 
but primarily in the off-season between 1874 and 1875. It seems to disappear by the 
end of the 1875 season, Then of course, 1876, the formation of the National League, 
and their game becomes historically the dominant form. 
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Forest and Stream, Oct 
29, 1874
• “Championship” matches were 

those games that counted 
towards a championship

• Exhibition matches and other 
games would be played 
throughout the year

• A typical schedule identified 
which games counted for 
championships
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In this example at the end of the baseball season for 1874, we have a clip announcing 
the exhibition matches using ten men ten innings will be played, and announcing a game 
under these rules was played on Oct 24th , 1874.
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Oct 31, 1874 box score
Game played Oct 24

• Billy Geer, Right Short, b. 
8/13/1859 played for the junior 
Fly Aways

• Billy West, RS, played for the 
Chelseas, did play some of 1874 
for the Brooklyn Atlantics

• Charlie Sweasy, Tommy Bond, 
Bobby Mathews, Joe Start

• Dickey Pearce, 38 yo, longtime 
Atlantics, one of the first paid 
players, pioneered the SS position, 
bunting “tricky hit”

• Jim Clinton, 0-11 career 
managerial record (1872 Atlantics)
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This is the box score of the game played on Oct 24. This is an exhibition game, but Billy 
Geer had earlier become the youngest person to play in a MLB level game, appearing on 
October 10. These are the New York Mutuals and Brooklyn Atlantics, its an exhibition 
game right before the end of the season.

Of note here is how little the RS position figures into the defensive stats provided.
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New York Clipper 9 Oct 1875 
Amateur Nine Chadwick 
presents award NY v Brooklyn

• Here is the only game I have for the 
time between near the end of the 
1875 season and what becomes 
the premier of the National 
League.

• Its an amateur game, with peculiar 
language in the box score 
rewarding qualitatively instead of 
quantitatively.

• This is the where the trail ends for 
ten position, ten inning baseball at 
that level.

15

As yes, I have not begun searching for these particular amateur players. This is the last 
example I have found of 10 Men, 10 Innings baseball in the US, and the last example of 
Right Short, as a listed position.
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Beadles Dime Base Ball Player, 1875. Henry Chadwick, Ed. This example is on Google 
Books, and this particular version has the page on 10 Men, 10 Innings baseball with a 
large X covering that page.
So, this is peculiar, I found this on Google books and I’m trying to nail down still when in 
1875 this was published. It would appear to reference the 1875 season as having 
occurred in the past. This would mean there should be evidence of the game during the 
exhibition schedules of that season. A further search around the 1875 season for Ten 
Position games or 10 Man, 10 Innings has only yielded the Amateur game example in 
slide 15.

This article also mentions the 10 /10 game, but more importantly gives some history on 
the proposal for Ten Positions. The writer, one assumes Chadwick, that the 10/10 was 
implemented 10 years earlier during a series of prize games when the fly game was 
being demonstrated. I believe these may be the Prize Game example presented earlier 
as having occurred in 1864. Of note is that those were 9 inning games. 

At this point, the searches for Ten Position baseball leaves the United States and next 
emerges solely in Cuba.
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10 Position Base Ball in Cuba

• 1866 to 1868: earliest known games in Cuba

• December 27, 1874: First known organized baseball game 
in Cuba, features Esteban “Steve” Bellan at catcher
• Bellan was first Latin born player at MLB level. Played for St. 

John’s (Fordham) 1866-68; Unions of Morrisania; Troy 
Haymakers; New York Mutuals in 1873.

• Cuban league founded 1878

• 10 Position Game appears in Cuban box scores during early 
1880s

17
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New York Clipper, 20 November 1880, 10 PositionsNew York Clipper, 27 July 1878 game, 9 Positions
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I am early in the process of collecting Cuban League box scores from the time to identify 
the number of 10 Position games and when the league transitioned to the 9 Position 
game. Of note is that in the 1878 summer season the game was 9 Positions. The earliest 
example so far from the search results in a 10 Position game becoming standard for 
regular league play in 1880. I have not yet begun searching the history of any individual 
players.
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New York Clipper, 19 Feb 1881, 10 Position gameNew York Clipper,19 Feb 1881, 10 Position game
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1881 examples of the January championship series between the Progreso and 
Almendares clubs. 
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• “In this is our old 
friend of the Rose 
Hills, Unions of 
Morrisania, and 
Mutuals, Steve 
Bellan.” 

• New York Clipper, 

• Game reported 25 
March 1882 

• Fe v Havana 

• 10 positions

• 9 innings
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1882 Example box score. This article references Bellan as “our old friend”. This is at 
present the last example I have of 10 Positions, but expect more to emerge with further 
research.
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• End note one, teams of 
more than 10

• Louisiana BBC 12 Men to a 
Side 

• 24 Sept 1859
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One last note. Regarding the number of players in a game and reading early box scores 
in the New York Clipper or other sources. The above example is from 1859. These type 
of reports in New York area sources tend to show the standard distribution of infield 
positions, with the extra players all distributed to the outfield. Its unknown if this is 
actually how the game was played, or if it’s the way a New York writer would have 
interpreted the game being played. For instance, there are examples from those years in 
the New York Clipper of 13 Position “Great Base Ball Matches”. These list the standard 
infield position descriptions, with the others distributed among the outfield. 
Therefore, I can’t say exactly if all 10 Position games are “right short” games, or if it was 
common to use a tenth player, and they would play wherever a team needed an extra 
defender, such as right field, or short left. However, by the early 1860s, the tenth 
position seems to have solidified as Right Short, and that is the form of 10 Position 
baseball that we see emerge in Cuba.
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