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Issue 1:  The Civil War and Base Ball


1. The CWar was a major factor in the spread of BB
 . . . 


1a.  because Union army prison/other play showed southerners the game


1b.  because non-NY/Bkn Union soldiers saw and learned  the game


1c.  because rural troops Blue and Gray] saw and learned  the urban game

1d.  because it caused mass relocation


1e.  Actually, specific evidence of CWar evidence is  unpersuasive
 . . . 


1f.   and the game had already spread a lot before 1861, even in west/south
 

1g.  and wartime soldierly play actually  peaked in 1863, not 1865


1h.  and prison play was not really  widely reported


1g.  The CW both restrained and boosted base ball


1h.  Postwar occupation was not a major source of spread in the south

Issue 2.  How and Why the Game Propagated


2a.  Spread followed a contagion model: it  was incremental, town-to-town
  
2b.  Spread went to biggest cities first, and then to rural areas


2c.  Spread followed major trade routes and commercial pathways

2d.  Spread followed major emigration routes


2e.  Spread followed major transp. rtes [up river valleys, etc.]


2f.  Eastern collegians took the game home from the east

2g.  Spread came first to white collar America, and then diffused


2h.  Spread came to anglos first, and then to ethnics


2i.  Distant circulation of NY newspapers was key to spread


2j.  BB spread nationally to cities, and from there to smaller towns

Issue 3.  On the Special Appeal of the NY Game


3a.  NY/Bkn were the national fashion leaders


3b.  BB seemed more American than cricket


3c.  Citizens wanted a distinct  national game, like UK did


3d.  BB needed less expense than other games


3e.  BB took less time than cricket, MA game


3f.  BB was a random fad that happened to stick


3g.  BB was gentler than contemp. football     


3h.  BB provided a happy betting venue/outlet

3i.  The NY/Bkn BB estab’t.  promoted the game effectively


3j.  Regional team tours popularized the sport


3k.   BB was the most “pastoral” sport


3l.  BB closely  fit the “national character” of America


3m.  BB was an expression of “muscular Christianity”


3n.  BB was “a fad that became a norm.”


3o.  NYC/Bkn were the commercial centers of the US


3P.  NYC/Bkn were national financial centers

4.  Some Sub-Patterns and   Exceptions

4a.  BB spread slower to the South, was perceived as a “Yankee” game


4b.  BB spread slowest where OFBB/MA game was deeply entrenched

4c.  Actually, ballplaying was already a southern tradition early on


4d. In the West, BB was key to community-building for new towns

5.  On the Nature and Helpfulness of “Ludic Diffusion  Models” [LDM]


5a.  LDMs are better for defining culture flow than explaining it
 

5b.  What are examples of LDM enlightening us?

� Kirsh, p. 115.  “The Civil War contributed significantly to the game’s rapid expansion during the late 1860s.”:  


� See Kittel, email of 6/11


� See Kittel, email of 6/11


� See Allardice, email of 6/9;d Kittel, email of 6/11; and Kirsch, chapter 3.


� See McCray notes,  Protoball website.


� See McCray notes, Protoball website


� See Allardice, email of 6/9.  The CW destroyed existing BB clubs in south and north alike, but the boredom of winter camp life made ballplaying common, especially in March and April before campaigns began  [see McCray CW trend notes.]


� See Allardice, memo of 6/9.  Kirsch is not as clear about this.


� Key factors here may possibly include the advent of cheaper printing technology and the introduction of national policy for  postal rates favoring wide dissemination of printed matter 


� See email from Marty Payne, 6/11.  For the Eastern Shore of MD, the second phase occurred in the post CW “base ball fever” era.


� See Ruoff memo, 6/17.  Boston and Philly were not nationally prominent.  Nor Baltimore.  But: BB actually spread from Brooklyn, not from Manhattan; was Brkln a national fashion leader?


� In May 1855 the NY rules began appearing in distant newspapers.


� Guttman, p. 101  Guttman  says that the game is “pastoral” beyond just being rural: it’s playing on a green expanse in the bright light of day, and that it “provides a needed psychic relief from the tedium of western linear time” [p. 107].


� Peverelly, p. 337. The game “is peculiarly suited to the American temperament and disposition. . . . it has an excitement and vim about it . . . the is no delay or suspense about it, from beginning to end.”


� See Ruoff summary, email of 6/17.


� See Kittel email, 6/18.


� See Allardice 6/8 email, and Allardice presentation at SABR 42.


�  See Kittel email, 6/18


� See Holly Swyers’ quote in the Ruoff email, 6/17.


� Does it predict/explain the spread of other sports?  Of fads and fashions?  Of poltical and ethical ideas?  Other?
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